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The deadline for the next newsletter is October 25%. Please submit material to Ray Fischer at
ray@fischerperry.ca. Have something you’d like to share with the rest of the club? I welcome photos,

news, and events. Send me a note and I’ll help with getting it published.

In This Issue: Welcome back! A big open house. Congratulations Fiona!

President’s Comments September, 2026

I trust that everyone had a good summer and are looking forward to the new dance season.

We’re off to a good start. Forty first time dancers attended the Open House on September 8" and there was plenty of
energy and enthusiasm in the room. Thank you to Sheila, Gael and Gordon for your expert instruction of a very large
group of first-time dancers. And thanks to the experienced dancers who helped to set up the hall, support the sets and

introduce the new dancers to the fun, fitness and friendship that SCD offers.

The next special event is on Monday September 28, when Fred DeMarse will be conducting a workshop in place of Bob’s
regular Monday night class. Fred is currently the artistic director of the Red Thistle dancers in San Francisco and is well
known worldwide as a gifted Scottish Country dance teacher. We are fortunate to have with us.

We can also look forward to the Harvest social on the evening of October 17", where we can demonstrate our great
dancing skill, listen to lively music and enjoy delicious food. See you on the dance floor.

— Doug Nelson, President
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Teachers’ Corner

Welcome back to the fall session of dancing. The teachers are very excited to see everyone. Over the summer, we have
worked on programs for the 2027 Ball and the October and November social programs. The teachers encourage you to
attend the workshop planned for September 28,

We continue to work on the sound quality and have purchased, thanks to summer dancing monies, an additional head set
mic so when there are two teachers teaching the class, they can each have a mic instead of passing it back and forth. We
are also improving the connection to the speaker to have better music quality.

The class structure is the same as last year with some changes in teacher assignments. I am very pleased to be teaching
the Intermediate class again along with Sarah Kell. Gael Forster is joining Sheila McCall in teaching the basic class,
Gordon Robinson and Louise McGillivray are continuing to teach the Tuesday afternoon class and Bob Anderson will
continue with the Experienced Monday class.

This is the time to consider which class will work best for you and if you want to move to a more experienced class, now
is the time to speak with your teacher. The basic class is hoping for some new dancers to join the class, so encourage your
friends to join.

If you did not dance this summer, remember to take is easy at first, take advantage of the warmup and cool down
exercises.

Have fun and enjoy Scottish country dancing which exercises both the body and the mind.

— Joan Axford

Demonstration Team Report

The team has been busy this summer dancing on Canada Day in View Royal. The team performed on August 29 at
GreekFest and was a lot of fun. Our next engagements are Scotoberfest in support of youth piping on October 24™ and
for cultural week on November 22" at the Royal BC Museum at 1:55 pm.

If you are interested in joining the team, now is a good time as we work on a new program starting in September. You do
not have to be an advanced dancer. We practice on Wednesday evenings at View Royal Community Hall with about two
practices a month and perform about eight times per year.

If you are interested in joining the team or just coming to a practice to watch and see what it is about, please call me at
250-415-2540 or e-mail me at joanaaxford@gmail.com.

— Joan Axford

At GreekFest we invited some people from the audience to try out a simple dance.
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Local Scottish Country Dance Events
2026/2027 local events are at City Light Church Hall unless otherwise noted.
The cost is $25 for socials with live music, and $15 for other socials.

For a complete list of upcoming events, see our web page here

Oct 17t Harvest Social

Nov 14t St. Andrew’s social

Dec 12t Christmas Social

Dec 31% New Year’s Celebration!
Jan 30" Burn’s Night Social

Feb 27t Valentine’s Social

Out-of-Town Scottish Country Dance Events
Vancouver (for full calendar see here)

Oct 9t Vancouver AGM and Dance

Oct 18t White Rock Fall Workshop

Nov 11% Lady Aberdeen Tea Dance

Nov 28t St Andrew’s Ball

Seattle (for full calendar see here)
Oct 3™ Fort Worden Workshop & Ball
Nov 218 Branch Tea Dance

Portland (for full calendar see here)
Feb 27 Portland Workshop & Ball

Calgary (for full calendar see here)
Oct 231 50th Anniversary Weekend Workshop

Dec 31% Calgary Hogmanay Dance

Upcoming Classes

Experienced Social — Mondays 7:30 — 9:30 pm. Teacher: Bob Anderson. Experienced Social for dancers with good knowledge of all
basic and intermediate formations and who wish to dance more challenging dances and formations.

Basic Class — Tuesdays 7:30 — 9:30 pm. Teacher: Sheila McCall and Gael Forster. In the Basic class you will learn the five steps used
in Scottish Country Dancing. You will learn basic formations and become familiar with the concept of sets, progression and teamwork
while you experience the joy of moving to lively Scottish music. You don’t need to come with a partner, just come and join us for fun
evenings as you learn.

Daytime Social — Tuesdays 1:15 — 3:15 pm. Teachers: Louise McGillivray and Gordon Robinson. This is the class for those who
prefer a daytime class. We learn/review formations, work on phrasing, covering, handing and the “teamwork” in Scottish Country
dancing. We do old and new favourites, and dances from upcoming socials. A friendly group that would love to have you join them,
regularly or occasionally!

Intermediate Class — Thursdays 7:30 — 9:30 pm. Teachers: Sarah Kell and Joan Axford. For dancers who know the basic formations
and want to expand their repertoire, this class will teach a range of formations, work on phrasing, handing and learn a mix of
traditional favourites and newer dances at the basic and intermediate levels. For more experienced dancers, this will be an opportunity
to review dance formations in a social dance setting. Dances from upcoming social programs will also be included.

Demonstration Team. Teacher: Joan Axford. VISCDS also offers a demonstration team to perform at community events as part of
the ethnic culture in Victoria. The team dances at seniors’ residences and centres, the Highland Games, Burns celebrations, Folktoria,
Greekfest, etc. It is an opportunity to share our dance and music, and to encourage others to join our group. Each year, the team learns
a new routine. You do not have to be an expert dancer. The team is always welcoming new members. If you like being part of a team
and attending community events, this could be for you. The team meets on Tuesday at 7:30 pm about twice a month.

For more information, please call or text Joan Axford at 250- 415-2540 or e-mail at joanaaxford@gmail.com.
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Congratulations and thank you Fiona!!

We have all had the pleasure of dancing with Fiona Warman since she joined VISCDS about 10 years ago and now we
will have the enjoyment of her teaching.

During the past year, Fiona has been engaged in the process of becoming a certificated teacher. She did her written exam
this past spring and has briefed dances in the Thursday class. During the summer, Fiona attended the candidate classes
hosted by TAC. She passed both the dancing proficiency exam and the first teaching exam with flying colours as we all
knew she would. The next part of the process toward full certification is for Fiona to log hours actually teaching a variety
of Scottish Country Dance lessons and document it all with a mentor. After that, there is another set of teacher candidate
classes and a final exam. We sometimes think that you could get a doctorate degree easier than becoming a certificated
Scottish country dance teacher.

We are so grateful that Fiona has taken this on and look forward to her teaching this year. Thank you all in advance for
supporting her during her journey.

— Gael Forster and Joan Axford on behalf of the Teacher Committee.




Open House

We had our annual Open House on
September 8™ to start off the 2026/2027
season and, as can be seen from the
photos, it was well attended, with many
new dancers there to try it out. Sheila
McCall taught the basics, and then Gael
Forster and Gordon Robinson led
everybody in some fun dances.
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